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the Evergreen method while the rest, even 
when collected properly, is burned as a 
low-grade fuel source or refined to some 
extent but still prepared as a one-time use 
fuel product.

Nationally, the figure offered by Ever-
green is that the United States generates 
1.3 billion gallons of spent engine oil and 
lubricants. “By re-refining the 1.3 billion 
gallons, the nation would save 2.5 million 
gallons of oil per day,” says Colbert.

The Evergreen-CEP process not only 
keeps this oil circulating (reducing de-
pendence on new crude oil), it also avoids 
unwelcome air emissions, according to 
Evergreen. “Recent European studies con-
cluded that the average CO2 equivalent 
burden of re-refined oil produces 42 per-
cent fewer greenhouse gas emissions than 
the equivalent burden of virgin base oil,” 
citing a 2007 report from Groupement Eu-
ropeen de I’Industrial Regeration 2007.

Colbert continues, “A similar study by 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts con-
cluded that by purchasing 72,000 gallons 
of re-refined motor oil per year, the state 
reduced greenhouse gas emissions by 270 
tons.”

A collection of factors relating to en-
ergy independence, resource conservation 
and environmental stewardship appear to 
be colliding in favor of the Evergreen-CEP 
approach.

Colbert says he is proud of Evergreen’s 
employees, some of whom have been with 
the company since it started in 1986 and 
many others who have been with the com-
pany for more than 10 years. The 212 em-
ployees have helped provide a model of 
how a re-refinery can work efficiently to 
establish an oil recycling closed loop, he 
says.

The foremost challenge for Evergreen 
has been to collect a larger share of the oil 
that is generated, especially in the face of 
the California law that provides an equal 
incentive for competitors who collect the 
oil only to truck it out of state to be burned 
as fuel. (See “Clean, Don’t Burn” sidebar on 
page 20.)

It’s a challenge the company plans to 
meet, however, as its corporate strategy is 
not a defensive one but one geared toward 
growth.

While CEP’s employees stay involved 
with projects in other parts of the United 
States and around the world, Evergreen 
is undergoing a capacity expansion at its 
Newark facility beyond its 13 million gal-
lons of re-refining capacity to a capacity of 
18 million gallons

New facilities are also a possibility for 
Evergreen. For the past several years the 
company has been stepping through the 
always-slow process to obtain permits for 
a refining facility to locate one in Southern 
California.

With the addition of that facility, Ever-
green can collect used oil from through-
out California and parts of adjacent states 
while continuing to ship its finished prod-
uct throughout North America.

“I believe we are in the right business,” 
says Colbert. “We like to call it a concept 
whose time has come. We’ve been green 
since before the rest of the world thought 
of being green.” RTGE

The author is editor in chief of Recycling Today Global 
Edition and can be contacted at btaylor@gie.net.

CLEAN, DON’T BURN

U.S.-based Evergreen Oil Inc. is expanding its re-refining capacity, and may need to 
do so again if California’s state law is changed in its favor.

Used oil generators are currently paid a per-gallon incentive by the state for the 
used oil they collect from the public as a “certified collection center.” This incentive 
is paid to companies that collect used oil and then send it to other states where it 
is often burned as a low-grade fuel, and often produces emissions that don’t meet 
California’s stringent clean air standards.

Evergreen, working with consultant Robert Sulnick, has lined up allies ranging 
from Californians Against Waste and the Sierra Club, to propose a tiered incentive 
payment system. The proposed system will have the highest per-gallon payment 
going to generators using re-refiners like Evergreen, a smaller incentive should they 
choose to have their oil collection by refiners creating a cleaner fuel product and no 
incentive going to companies that ship dirty oil out of state.

“Right now, we’re exporting pollution, and Californians are paying an incentive 
to do so,” says Gary Colbert, Evergeen’s president. “That’s not what the state’s 
citizens take pride in.”
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